What is claimed is: 


1. Apparatus for decreasing pressure in a first portion of a vesseliif-^[g^ 

th an area outside said 


^/structure of a patient comprising a shunt conmnmicat 

first portion, whereby a volume of blood s^ffident to reduce pressure in said first 
portion is released. 


2. The apparatus opsimm 1, wherein the first portion comprises the left ventricle and 
said pressure is^e end diastolic pressure in a patient heart, wherein said shunt 
communicates with the left ventricle, whereby a small volume of blood is released 
fi-OHuhe left ventricle to reduce the end diastolic pressure. 


3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the shunt con^rises a passive check-valve that 
allows flow when a pressure dirorential between the left ventricle and another 
chamber of a heart above a threshold pressure, whereby shvmting is prevented during 
left ventricular systole 


4. The apparatus of cla(mi 2, wherein the shunt con^rises a passive check- valve that 
allows flow when a /ressure differential between the left ventricle and another 
chamber of a heart is between a lower threshold and a higher threshold, whereby 
shimting is prevented during left ventricular systole 


5*^^. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the shxmt con:^riseSj 
corrq)rising a valve activated byan::ext©m:arsi| 


issive check-valve 


6. The apparatus of claim 5, whereiyan uitra-corporeal electrical battery generates 
said signal. 


7. The apparatus of claim 5,ywhereui signal is generated by an externally coupled 
energy source. 
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01 lower pressure. 


^ ^ ^9. The apparatus of claim 2, comprising a tubular element having two ends and a 
tissue affixation element disposed/at each of said ends. 

10. The apparatus of claim 8,ywherein said tubular element is comprised of a 
biologically inert non-metaUlc material. 


CjnJ<J^L a method of decreasmg pressure in a first portion of a vessel of^^ecarj 

^ structure of a patient coirq)rising the step of implanting a shunt^Gotfrnunicating with 


an area outside said first portion, whereby a volurnj 
pressure in said first portion is released. 


3lood sufficient to reduce 


12. The method of claimxH/wherein the first portion comprises the left ventricle and 
said pressure is Ae^nd diastolic pressure in a patient heart, wherem said shunt 
communjoaies with the left ventricle, whereby a small volume of blood is released 
left ventricle to reduce the end diastolic pressure. 


13. The method of claim 12, fiuther eomprismg the step of selectively permitting 
flow vdien a pressure differential beiween the left ventricle and another chamber of a 
heart above a threshold pressure, /vhereby shunting is prevented during left 
ventricular systole 


14. The method of claim 12, fiuther conqjrising the step of selectively permitting 
flow when a pressure differential between the left ventricle and another chamber of a 
heart is between a lo\yer threshold and a higher threshold, whereby shxmting is 
prevented during left ventricular systole 


^o^l5. The method of claim 12, fiuther co mpris 

O ~ 

check-valve^ an external signal. 


seim-passive 
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16. The method of claim 15, fiirthe/ comprising the step of generating said signal 
with an mtra-corporeal electrical pattery. 


y 


17. The method of claim 15, farther comprising the step of generating said signal with 
an externally coupled energy source. 

3)^x^8. The method of claim 12, fiuther conq)rising the step of activating a pmj^-iirlluid 
commxmication with the shunt and having an input COTiaected'Tothe left ventricle and 
an output connected to a volume of low^^pressure. 

19. The method o^^cMm 12, fiuther con:q)rising the step of implanting said shunt, 
said implanting step con^rising the step of deploying a tubular element having two 
^3s and a tissue aflSxation element disposed at each of said ends via a catheter. 
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20. The method of claim 19/vherein said tissue fixation element is a shape retaining 
metallic material and fiutiaf^r corq)rising the step of releasing the tissue fixation 
elements. 
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